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CH AP. I. 


The author's pedigree and profeſſion. 
Sings finely. Taken young into a 
great family. Cloathed. Taught 
muſfick. His miſtreſs comes to bed 
to bim through miſtake. 


— 


mother, 


exerciſed herſelf that way : nor 
an happier couple than 
They had five children, of whi 
yſelf was the eldeſt, and named Henry, 
after my grandfather, by my mother's fide ; 
nor was either of us more knowing than the 
flock they governed, tho' we were to the full 
as ragged ; but what we wanted in , 
providence had ſupplied in conſtitution ; 

till I ſhifted that ſcene of life for a leſs 


Y, 
tty ; but when my father, at his 
leiſure hours, joined her with his bagpipe, 
iſhing to my car was their harmony! 
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almaſt compaſied the whole baſe of the 
mountain, to diſcover from whence it pro- 
ceeded, 


y joined in with her, and my 
father hearing us at it, ſtruck into the tune, 
with which they all ſeemed mightily pleaſed; 
and defiring tune after tune of us, we gather- 


mine, 
ther requeſt, we ſang fingly to them, till 
we had given them ample ſatisfaction. 
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ſolved to follow her, be it w 


mendations ; when my lady fearing they 
ſhould tire me, ordered me away. 

I was that very day taken meaſure of for 
a new livery, which * taylor had expreſs 
orders to finiſh by the following night ; but 
the whole neighbourhood would not furniſh 
out cloth of my lady's colour; ſo that not to 
loſe time, I was equipped with a fſnuft- 
coloured ſuit compleat, a filver laced hat, 
a new bob wig, new linnen, and in ſhort, 
few gentlemens ſons in the neighbourhoqd 
outſhone me. 
We tarried in the country but a fortnight, 
and then being conveyed in the family coach 
to Newcaſtle, we took coach to Vr, and 
from thence to London. 

We lay one night at Newcaſtle, and the 
next morning ng wet, my lady having 
dreſt me ſo fine, LES 
my cloaths, ſhe faid, before ſhe had had the 
credit of them in town ; and on that account 
made me ride in the coach with her, where 
I diverted ber with ſeveral catches by * 
way. 

At leaving York, where we alſo lay one 
night, the ſtage being almoſt empty, there 
being but one more paſſenger than 
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each of which, but more eſpecially i 


leiſure I could have 


what 


Under theſe four ſeveral em 
fick, I made it a point to arrive at 
avocations. Nay, 
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refrain from bluſhing for her, up to 


cars. 

latter end of the third ſummer that 
with her, my maſter, much 
the time of our quitting our country- 
| in Buckinghamſhire, had received an in- 
vitation into Syffolk, with abundance of other 


to make Buckinghamſhire in his way, ſhe 
would in the mean time remove, and meet 
him there. 

maſter approving this, all things were 
up for our wintering in town ; when 
my miſtreſs pretending a viſit by the way, 
would go herſelf in the chariot firſt, with 
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glaſs, that ſhe 
De 
to the fire, was retreating to my former ſta- 
tion; when Harry, faid ſhe, you look me- 
lancholy to day: What is the matter with 
you? Are you flot well? 
I was too full at heart to ſpeak readily. — 
What is the matter with you? I ſay, declare 
to me the truth. Her mildneſs in 
my anſwer, brought me on my knees to her, 
where I humbly begged her pardon, for my 
preſumption of the laſt night, in the moſt 
moving manner that I could deviſe. Child! 
replied ſhe, as I then told you, fo I ſhall 
again repeat it, that I am not in the leaſt 
angry with you; * 
2 my 


you are 


| ; but 
tay. 
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left not the leaſt 


clearneſs of 
remaining doubt with me, that you was an— 


that—like a keeper of the caſtera kings mil- 


ſuch a fort of a that is one of thoſe 
treſſes or .as—like the Talian ſingers 


at 


the 


furthering our views; but towards nig t, 
dy beg te explai herſelf very perfe. 
my underſtanding; for calling RATE he 
maids to her, The houſe:maid' was in the 
right, ſaid ſhe, my chamberwill not be fit for 
me to night; go make me vp the ſteward's 
bed, for now my own room is ſs cleab, I will 
not foul it again, until your maſter returns. 
We had now all the ſecond and third fleors 
to ourſelves ; for my door opening on the 
fame landing with my miſtreſs new lodging, 
no ſooner-were all huſh in their ſeveral apart- 
ments, than my lady having left her door on 
the latch, I was with her; and now no im- 
pediment r Joys, until the 
return of | 
 Icannot bat with — ſorrow confeſs 
that my lady” not ſo much on the re- 
port of his artival,”'as' her duty to fo worthy 
2 man required; — ones, (hs Hil 
for ſeverabof the nights, entertained 
me with a part of his private hiſtory, not 


altogether, I verily bclieve, ſo conſiſtent with 


truth as ſhe ſented it ; but taking all 
for fact which the had alledged, in diminu- 
tion of her for bim, (beft part of 


which I conftrucd into a juſtification of her 
conduct with me) I could not in the leaſt 
envy him his wife, as ſuch; tho' I profeſs 
myſelf to have had an uncommon her, 
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while 
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leſs fond of my company, 
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young one a w 
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graces I ſtood moſt conſpicuous; 


(30 
familiaritics with me, of a ſudden, it was not 
long before I had her upon my hands too, 
nor i I'beth e e b har. 
As for my poor lady; my maſter, when in 
town, being ſo conſtantly about houſe, and 
the family ſo large, we could ſcarce get more 
than a word or two in private, and that but 
ſeldom at home; (200 (IS ie 
meetings were, at a lodging w ſhe took 
for me n ; whitherto, whenever 
an opportunity for elope- 
r 
The next ſpring, when we were again 
ſettled in Buckinghamſhire, my lady and I 
ſole much frequenter intercourſe with each 
other, ee 
to be in town, on buſineſs of his poſt; for 
in thoſe caſes, we (not ſeldom) got two or 
three nights together ſucceſſively. 
Wnilſt I was dreaming over theſe glitter- 
ing ſcenes, Mrs. Berty, my lady's woman, 
feeling herſelf ſubject to ſome out of the way 
qualmifh ſymptoms; ſhe one night, (I hap- 
to have miſtaken her bed for my own) 
declared to me, that but for that ſhe had 
heard what I was, ſhe ſhould have conjec- 
tured: herſelf to have been with child; but 
that would be a ſtrange thing indeed, ſhe 
faid, for ſhe never had the leaſt intercourſe 
with any body elſe whatſoever ; and then de- 
fired me to tell her, ae 
ber ber to be with child by me ? 
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ie with one 


the family without ber cuſtom, 1 
have been long without a v fe 


probability have ended, but with the preg- 
of the whole houſe, had I but been 
in leaſt diſengaged from my former 

My lady had been married to my maſter 
about eighicen years, but had never any other 
child by him ties acts and my mai- 


ter 
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a6 give ae nd Ul wks fie drop 
„ in my oun mind 
of mis Dolly's diſorder ; and had I been able 
to have made an for the ſpecch of 
her, 1-had given e account of what 
bad to-truſt to. 30 4 955 
Aer thr intent aroſe from my lady's 
bed, when'the outcry happened, nd the was 
called to the labour, for my maſter —_— 
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Hie obſerving my fiddle to hang up in my 
room, red whether I touched that in- 
ſtrument ? giving me to underſtand, in the 


ſame breath, that he had made that ſcience 
a | 


ne 
at the neighbouring 
that it would certainly bring him a dozen or 
more ſhillings every May from the milk- 


women. 

Wo compleme ted for ſome time, with 
the inſtrument in our hands, who ſhould 
play firſt; 'till at length, as he was the oldeſt 
practitioner, I prevailed ; and my landlord 
gave me the Parſon upon Dorofby, in ſach 
manner, as pretty nearly to preſerve his 
time; but I perceived, at his ed nere 
by fig than by note, and was moſt inti- 
attached to the ellipfis. 

_» ye him one flouriſh, „ thre 


not only drew his ears to a point, 
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(46) 
being naturally retentive of my caſh, it cha- 
greened me not a little, to perceive my ſtock 
daily diminiſhing, without a proper influx 
to ſupply what This, as it ran 

much in my , was uppermoſt in 
_ one evening, as 1 was paſſing 
up FHleetftreet, about nine o'clock ; when, 
ſaddenly, I was ſtopt by a voice I heard in 
one of the courts to my right hand, which 
afforded 1. — I fol- 
lowing it by the lamp- light obſerved it to 
oc ga ror 4 in a long riding- 
who was planted in the middle of the 
court. 


My curioſity urging my ſtay for ſome little 


time ; äC— ov Sandenes cow 


I heard the copper chink 

(from the windows) moſt n with, 
to my thinking 92 ſome filver 
amongſt it: ſo having taken my ſtand at the 
—_— r 
as quiet; and upon her retreat, as ſhe 
—— I offered her two pence; but the 
poor creature viewing me by the glimmer of 
a lamp, almoſt over my une 1 tag-y 
be with to ke 
rally was © for ſomewhat worſe n 1 


Was. 
— 9 2 this adventure all the way 
home, nor did it quit me even after I was in 
bed. — — hike th thi 
town, 


thinks I, to procure a ſupport by ! this 
poor 
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am ſa- 
tisſied, in that 
laborious ones 
drudgery. 
before! And col- 
lected ſince theſe 
places may if but 
ſome of them ſaw 
her, what a ſhe 


_ | ny 
to approve ſo of her method, that 
reſolved to make the experiment ; and 
thinks J, if it ſhould anſwer, I will canton 
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3 
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I may oblige them to draw their purſe 
ſtrings to us, as well as to this fingle ſongſter. 

The very firſt night that I engaged in my 
new ing, I began upon an old ſon 
of my mother's, of a —— caſt; 
and playing the ſimphony on my fiddle, the 
laſhes all around me, flew up in an inſtant, 
even to the third ſtory, I could hear it 
whiſpered about, from one to another, who 
I was? And if they had ever heard me be- 
fore? I was never ſo with a voice in 
my life ſaid another. 1 then, after a light 
air or two, them an opera overture, 
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to; and as nothing proves. a 
tive to a man, than his ow 
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2) 
My own affairs wen t on 
or 


had above an hundred 
the funds, and twenty 


which was daily. eres 
income; ſo that my habit bon 
for my head ſuit fat but very 


_ 
ly upon meat firſt) I lived as de- 
copily as any private man needed to do; 
ſtill keeping on my old rounds, with abund- 
in 6 0am” ts 
I wait y acco in 
to Oe. ah gave her mch fatisfaCtion 
by my method of inſtruction, that ſhe pro- 
felled ſhe would no longer retain her for- 
mer maſter, if I would but take the trouble 
of calling two or three times a week u 
her; for ſhe was affured, that under my 
direttions, ſhe ſhould * 
with him; adding, that ſhe would give 
r e 
ould ; for that ſhe hated to be hammering 
at imperfection for half her life, before ſhe 
could delight her ſelf with her own perform- 
2 1 „ her favour, and en- 
to make as perfect on the ſi- 
Gel as my elf, Ae eG 
that ſhe ſhould be at no lofs, in taking off 
any thing that ſhe ſaw. Nay, if the would 
but ſtudy it, I told her, u che 
bafis on which the whole was built) I would 
perfect her * 
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{wi 1 
— t in 
thitty at bome, 
by my agu 
ing fami- 


( 53) 

which I could perceive, that ſhe had as yet, 
little or no notion of. 

I was now commenced maſter ; but of ſuch 
a ſcholar, as was ſcarce to be paralleled in the 
univerſe; nor could that man have been 
well in his wits, who would not have taught 
her far more than muſick, for the fake 
alone of her preſence and converſation ; but 
however, I was to be paid amply for all the 
gratification it would afford me. 

We ran through the whole ſummer, with 


not | boggle at joining in 
conſort with the moſt exact hands, in the 
ions; nor could 
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ſaid I to my ſelf, 
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y it as they 


t to me. What man of us 


a billet doux into the bands of his 
miſtreſs, without a bluſh? Surely, the ladies 
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2 
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preſence 


have the moſt felicitous turn of countenance 
in the creation, and can a 


delivered 


very 


ons. They 


pa 


can weep, without gri 


ile, without 


appointment — I can't deny her that, ei 

for her ſake, 4 — — 

and more — perhaps it may be only a ſlip 
- I ' * * 


trap me there? — That is ſuch a place, 
may be difficult to eſcape from — ſhe may 


have ons planted ready to ſecure me 
. no. It is for her own fake that 


mil Wedlock. Diſcooers . 
felf. Are Married. His Lady's 
Conflift at parting. 


Ig an arcs x 22 the maſt 
unquiet fituation that can well be ima- 
and fo I remained for the 2 
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cloathed, I paid my 
>. mars, Jap ſcholar ; but Dad Thy 


the difference, between two beautiful women, 
the oneonly complaiſantly genteel, and oblig- 
ing, and the other viciouſly fond and laſcivi- 
ous; I need not declare my ſentiments to 
whom the belongs: moſt of 
my readers will be able to ſpare me that 
trouble. 
She began with telling me, that I was 
abont to loſe her for a ſcholar. Heaven for- 
bid it! ſaid I. Yes, Daddy, faid ſhe, my 
mamma 1s dead, _ to re- 
turn to my own country. I to know 
where that was? (ſuppoſing 2 ve been 
ſomewhere in England) when her reply, 
that it was Barbadoes, ſtartled me. Madam, 
faid I, the enjoyment I have had in your 
company, fince I have been honoured with 
your commands, ſends this to my 
cars, cd Ul plied — to my 
heart; when I perſuade myſelf, that I ſhall 
never ſee you more. 
O dear! faid ſhe, ſmiling, I could never 
have expected fo killing a complement from 
you Daddy, of all the men I know. Truly, 
madam, faid I, fo much am I in earneſt ; that 
could I but be graced with your favour there, 
as I have hitherto been on this fide the water, 
I ſhould make no ſcruple of taking the voy- 
age with you. I am heartily obliged to you, 


ind 
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IT 


: 
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in 
your you may 
you be? be, 


madam ? you muſt 
be full but three 
of it, is inſtant as 


bi 
ſeventy-ſeven? May I not, dear lady, faid 


I, reflect, and caſt back my 
imagine what warmth my blood flowed with 
at twenty? Truly, continued ſhe, I ſhould 
think it were better let alone; and ſuffer 
every ſtation of life to conſider its im- 
ptoy ; which, for yourſelf, I ſhould imagine 
would be, the contemplation of funcrals. Will 
you not then, ſaid I, it me to Conceive 
the fclicity it would heretofore have been to 
me, to have heard the moſt deſirable lady 


in 


1 
in the creation own, that my voice and per- 
ſon, would then (at leaſt) have prevented her 
being my enemy ; and if not an enemy, 
perhaps a friend; nay more, might- have 
made me maſter of her perſon and fortune ; 
the former alone, a treaſure invaluable? may 
I not, I fay, at leaſt contemplate what my 
Joys muſt have been on that occaſion ? and 
then reflect, that if I was now but of a pro- 
per age for her, ſhe might y not ob- 
ject to me ? Can any heart, under a ſenſe of 
theſe ſpeculations, be other than happy ? 

Come, come, ſaid ſhe, away with trifling; 
time that is paſt, cannot be recalled ; we 
may hope, and with, and talk of theſe 
things, as long as we will, but cannot ſet off 
a moment of our time, or caſt our grey hairs 
for the brown, or the black, when once age 
has bleeched them. 

Madam, faid I, tell me but that you would 
make me happy, could I but reduce myſelf 
to the ſtandard of your own years, I ſhall at 
leaſt die in peace, when you are under 
the —_— of it. Why really — 

I by what remains of you at preſent, 
Fan judgment is to be formed of what 
renne 
could ſay you nay. 

Indulge an old man, deareſt creature, 
ſaid I, with your acknowledgment, that 
were it poſſible for me to ſhake off thoſe 
years, wherein I may exceed yourſelf, I 

; K ſhould 


(66) 
ſhould then be your's, and I ſhall reſt con- 
tented. Well, ſaid ſhe, for once, I will hu- 
mour you, by declaring, that was you really, 
and honeſtly, no older than myſelf, I would 
make you (as I ſaid before) maſter both of 
my perſon, and plantation, preferable to any 
N af hope, > ON ls I 
am, madam, faid I, and will now proceed 
to my demonſtration. Then plucking off 
my head ſuit, and black gown, ſhe gave a 
ſhrick. What can you mean by this? Said 
ſhe. Only to fatisfy you, my dear, faid I, 
that I am not yet turned of twenty, which 
you have already aſſured me, that you are. 
You devil of a man! faid ſhe, how have 
= deceived me? No, faid I, my dear, I 
have only reduced myſelf to your ſtandard, 
and ſhall but claim your promiſe, in proſ- 
pect of making you the happieſt lady breath- 
ing; if the beſt of huſbands can any ways 
contribute to that end. 
Indeed, Sir, faid ſhe, you have fairly bit 
me. Call it not ſo, ſweet lady, replied I; 
but that you may not ſuſpect me of impo- 
ſition to your prejudice, merely for my own 
ſake; and to ſatisfy you how far I prefer 
your felicity, to my own repoſe ; declare to 
me but ſolemnly upon your honour, that 
you cannot expect to ſupport that joy with 
me in the marriage ſtate, which you believe 
you could with any other man, (though my 
ite depends upon your negative) 1 will 


now 
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now for ever renounce all claim to you, and 
your obli 

= maſt confele, Sir, Sir, replied ſhe, your ge- 
nerofiry but binds me * ſtrictly in 
your fetters. I will not fo far falſify my 
heart, as to ſay I believe I could; having 
never yet deliberated with myſelf on the mar- 
riage delights, with any one : nor ſhall I ever 
again, perhaps, meet with that man, whoſe 
own gratification will, by himſelf, be poſt- 
poned to mine. That you eſteem me, I 
would conclude from this offer, nor will I 
attempt to trouble you farther with a re- 


I caught her in my arms, and ſtifling her 
in my embraces; thou center of all my 
wiſhes, ſaid I, thou haſt this day confirmed 
to thee an heart, which for endleſs ages 
(could we fo long endure) ſhould be impli- 
citly, more and more ſtudious of thy felicity ; 
nor "hall life or death, time or chance, cauſe 
the leaſt abatement of its indulgence, for 
thee. 

Come, Sir, faid ſhe, time alone can de- 
monſtrate that, better than t reſolu - 
tions; but, I am thinking, that I am the 
firſt woman in the world, who ever gave her 
heart, nay even her hand to the man, 
for whom ſhe never heard a name, but of 
her own coining ; for were we now to be 
man and wife, T ſhould loſe my own name, 
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without finding another ; nor be able to 
—_ what to call myſelf. 
My love, faid I, my name is Henry Col- 
kf. I am of Northumberland, and hope 
ſoon to hear you called Mrs. Colliſon : and 
before we conclude this topick ; let me add 
one word more, which is, that to-morrow 

may releaſe us from theſe nicetics, and re- 
ſerves, the natural attendants on a ſtate of 
diſunion, by conjoining us in ? 
Really, anſwered Mr. Colliſon, I ſee no 
objection; but the punctilios of my ſex, in 
not obtruding themſelves upon that ſtate, by 
a too eaſy compliance; it being a day, which 
is for ever L 
8 or miſery ; but fince we 

ve agreed that it ſhall be, your time ſhall | 
be mine. 
My departure being now at hand; I be- 
came moſt horribly aſhamed of my diſguiſe, 
nor knew I well how to put it on again be- 
fore her ; which ſhe iving, to create me 
ſome uneaſineſs ; Mr. Colliſon, ſaid ſhe, your 
humble ſervant ; (as if taking leave of me) 
then turning about, come Daddy, ſaid ſhe, 
ſhall T help you on with your robes ? Which 
pretty aid of the dear charmer's, encouraging 


me, I gave her a kiſs, and ſubmitted ; aſſur- 
ing her of my return the next morning. 


My head, and heart, were both fo full of 
this new adventure, that I had rambled al- 
moſt to the top of Piccadi A, before 1 0 

collect 
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ſtant attendant upon adverſity. Now, that 
r be my caſe, my landlord, 
whom I had for the moſt part ever met with 


rn Fong 
ing u oft in his own m 
10 my honeſt landlord, I ſhan't loſe you 
for a lodger, Sir ? Yes, I replied, that he 
muſt ; for that the lady who was to be my 
ſpouſe, was already fixed in one of the po- 
liteſt apartments about the town, in which 
I muſt accompany her; ſo that I ſhould 
only lie that night at his houſe, (which was 
Wedneſday) but that on Saturday, before 
noon, I would call again, diſcharge my rent, 
ad cater Giday « Bl I had there. 
This was a cutting ſtroke to the honeſt 
barber, who had never, as he often aſſured 
me, been bleſſed with ſo good a tenant be- 
fore; for that he could, and did 
conſtantly let his room, yet he very ſeldom 
was any thing in pocket by it, till I took it; 
and — 1 dull, that his 
razor taking the hint alſo, and ſympathizing 
with him, their joint endeavours, would 
ſcarce ſever my beard from my chin ; but at 
laſt having conquered it, he walked off, with 
rr 
T dreſſed, and bought me an excceding 
genteel ſuit, — * made, and every thing 
elſe in propriety, for the morning ; when 
walking a little way, I took a chair to my 
miſtreſs's' lodging, and found her ready for 
me: but not chooſing to go with me only, 
the 


4740 
ſhe had made choice of a niece of the fas 
mily ſhe lodged with, to accompany us. 
We were married : and ſhe having invited 
the family, and one or two of her cronies 
to dine, and ſpend the evening with her ; 
we paſſed our time moſt agreeably till bed 
time; then having, in one amuſement or 
other, ſpent the next day, being Friday, I 
repaired on the Saturday to my old lodging, 
to clear my quarters. 
My landlord informed me, that the morn- 
ing I left him, there had been a lady to in- 
quire for me ; and that ſhe ſeemed very much 
diſappointed, at my abſence ; demanding 
anſwer after anſwer, to an hundred differ 
ent about me ; till at length, he 
ſaid, he was forced to ſtop her mouth, with 
an account of my being then gone to be mar- 
ried, and that I would not be at my lodg- 
ing again till Caturday. To be married! 
ſhe, and leave no word for me? 
He then thought, he ſaid, that he had a fair 
nity for inquiring her name and bu- 
fineſs ? But he told me, ſhe replied, that he 
need ſay no more to me, than that Betty 
had called upon me. 

I was preſently ſenſible of my error ; for 
I ought to have left ſome 3 apology 
for her, and have cautioned him againſt the 
mention of my marriage ; for I could cx- 
pe no leſs, than ſome ſeyere rub from her, 
whenever ſhe ſhould come to the know: 


ledge 
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kdge of what ſhe fo little expected: but it 
was now too late to reflect on what I ſhould 
have done, and my buſineſs was to pack up, 
be gone, as ſoon as poſlible, for fear of 
uences of this unlucky diſcovery ; 
the thoughts of my marriage, as 
all others, in the pleaſure 
abſolutely had ex- 
for my 
few thi 
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bi 
dam, faid I. (Still purſuing my package) 
You are ſo! Harry, 


without my knowledge ?— Was not 11 * 
to you, than any wife can be? Has not 
my — heart doated upon * I 

have 
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(74) 
from me; her fury diftated to her to ſeize 
my ſhoulder, and turn me about ; (for I had 
hitherto ſtood with my back to her) when 
having me front to front, behold the wretch, 
you have ſo injuriouſly treated, faid ſhe ; and 
tremble at your villainy. 

I am amazed, faid I, madam, that you 
ſhould give yourſelf theſe airs to me, who 
have told you, that I have nothing further 
to do with you. I am already engaged un- 
der ſolemn ties, to a virtuous woman, to 
whom I have pledged my fidelity. O! all 
the furies which now torment my ſoul, ſeize 
1 ſaid ſhe. If not with me, with whom 
thou to do? Only with that valuable 
woman my wife, ſaid I, while I have a 
being in this world. 

Madam, continued I, was you but able to 
draw the compariſon, as I have done; 
between a virtuous embrace, and one loaded, 
clogged, with adultery, and ingratiude ; even 
yourſelf, though ſunk into the very dregs of 
vice and ſenſuality, would ſhudder at the 
crime you would urge me to commit with 
you; but I have enough of it ; though never 
till now, was I ſenſible of the difference. 


Your blandiſhments ſeduced me firſt, to 
violate my chaſtity, before I knew the ſpace 
betwixt vice and virtue ; when wanting bet- 
ter guidance, I proceeded in the fame miry 
courſe yourſelf had led me. Your daughter; 
then your ſervant, ſuffered by me: the con- 

ſequences 
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ſequences all, of your debauchery. Will 
not a daughter's ſhame demand reflection? 
And bring your heart, obdurate, to repen- 
tance ? I have conſidered, fince I met you 
laſt ; our recent crime amounts to filthy in- 
ceſt. — Were I unmarried, I'd not trade 
in fin ſo venomous, as from the daughter's 
bed, to riot 1th' embraces of the mother, 
having once called in conſcience to my aid : 
that conſcience, you'd pervert to baſeſt pur- 
poſe, when patronizing inceſt, you would 
drown it, in an of ingratitude. 

She was labouring all this while for breath ; 
her choler having almoſt ſtifled her, as ſhe 
fat in a chair ſhe had toſſed herſelf into, on 
my firſt beginning to reaſon with her: when 
perceiving that I had ceaſed : Urge not 


your cant = pr to me, (ſaid ſhe) felt 
you the anguiſh of rejected love, nor inceſt, 
nor adultry'd, gain admiſſion; nor cen 
damnation's ſelf abate your fury. Rape, 
Robbery, Rapine, Murder, Violence, are 
trifles all, to th' inj'ry you have done me. 
— O ſweet ! — I'll azonize your 
ſoul! — I'll rend you from traiterous 
ſorcereſs — I'll rouſe the fury of my huſ- 
band's rage, to lay the author of his daugh- 
ters ruin ! — I'll hire aſſaſſins to avenge my 
wrongs, on the ſubverter of my future 
peace! — Then, in my arms I'll bear thy 
lifeleſs corple, into the preſence of thy darl- 
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ing wife, (curſe on the name) there feaſt my 
raviſhed ſenſes on her diftraQting woe; exult- 


ing o'er her. 

I madam, faid I, (for ſhe had 

ibly vexed me) when you are abont it, 

that you will be fo as to inform your 
huſband, whoſe your two laſt children are ; 
and where he may hear of a father for your 
next too, it being highly probable you may 
have one more. 
Inſulting villain ! give me 'patience hea- 
ven! faid ſhe, You wrong me, madam ; 
"tis not in nature, unaggravated to in- 
ſult a lady; much leſs yourſelf. — That 
ve been s beyond my merits, 
ve an heart i acknowledge That I re- 
turned your love, till cool refleftion, backed 
by important juſtice, call'd me off, your- 
ſelf can teſtify ; but muſt not think, the tra- 
veller by phantoms led aftray, can ne'er re- 
cover his right path again. No, it but cau- 
tions him againſt delafion, and warns him 
to avoid a fecond error. 

Perceiving me to be very little moved at 
her diſcourſe, ſhe grew more moderate : 
whether from a ſelf· conviction or not, I 
cannot fay ; but ſhe told me, I did not do 

to augment that paſſion, which herſelf 
no ways refiſt; as the laſt ſtruggle at 
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am ſhocked at the reflection of that deceit, 
which he muſt continue under till his 
death, for his own ſake ; leſt the clearing of 
it up to him, ſhould (as undoubtedly it muſt) 
protract his life in miſery : for what enjoy- 
ment could ever ſucceed, to a thorough 
knowledge of the myſteries, now ſecrets, 
between us. 

I am fo far ſatisfied, faid I, of the recti- 
tude of my preſent way of thinking, and fo 
anxious for making all the atonement in my 
power ; that had I not been married, (here 
ſhe ſighed) and had I not had children by 
yourſelf, I would have repaired my injury 
to your daughter, by marriage ; for that 
I verily believe, ſhe was deluded into my 
arms by your miſtake: but fince I am 
now under the tie of wedlock with ano- 
ther, though I ſhall ever rejoice at your 
proſperity, I ſhall at all events refrain from 
every ſcene, that may but eventually ad- 
miniſter occaſion for my future diſquiet, or 
your own. 

My lady, having ſat very gravely during 
my lecture: Mr. Coll:fon, ſays ſhe, whence 
comes it, that wanting ſo many years as you 
do of my age, with no more 
myſelf have taught you, both your elocu- 
tion, and ſentiments, ſhould ſo far exceed 
my own ? I confeſs, you have not only con- 
vinced my reaſon, but have made no mean 
progreſs in captivating my paſſion, Yau 


are 
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are mine no more. —Can be mine no more; 
or ever ſhall be : but how ſhall I anſwer for 
my time paſt! O! that can never be at- 
toned for! wretched me ! why conſidered 
not you this ſooner ! or why conſidered you 
it at all! what! have I ten, twenty, per- 
haps thirty, nay it may be forty years in the 
courſe of nature I may ſtill have, to drag, 
not after me, but in my very boſom, the ſe- 
cret pangs of an adulterous correſpondence ! 
for what! for a bubble !—a whim! a va- 
nity ! for what is all that is paſt !—the ſight 
of my husband muſt for ever ſhame me--- 
the fight of my children, condemn me. 
Sights, that I am daily, nay hourly, to be 
confined to.---Vile creature that I am ! yet, 
that creature I muſt remain. But O! that 
may not be all, Mr. Colliſon reflection un- 
does me !---that may not be the end of my 
torment !—— The man who purchaſcs an 
houſe, conſiders how long it may ſtand, and 
rates his price accordingly : the buyer of an 
horſe, how long he may be ſerviceable, and 
ys for him accordingly ; but he that pur- 
chaſes only ſinful delights, neither knows 
their continuance, or the price they will 


coſt him. 
of 


Pray, faid ſhe, may I inquire the name 

your lady, Mr. Colliſon ?— Who ſhe is? 
And of what family ? Her name, replicd I, 
is now Colliſen ; excuſe me as to what it was. 
Her family foreign, and her country, that 
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